Environmental Protection Agency for her work on mercury. She was also appointed to many panels by the National Academy of Sciences.
She most recently filed a scientific critique of a government report on risks and benefits of fish consumption; in her comments she demonstrated that an attempt to abandon fish advisories, which have helped reduce mercury exposure, was without scientific foundation.
Mahaffey was a prolific writer, having published more than 100 articles in the peer-reviewed scientific literature, 8 reports to Congress, 15 book chapters, and 7 books. She will be remembered by her colleagues as a passionate advocate for public health and the environment. Environmental Health Perspectives will miss her insightful reviews and sustained support of the journal. 
